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This mission has had constantly in mind the moral effect to be exer-
cised by its inquiry in the region visited. Very alarming reports had
been received from Transcaucasia for several months before its de-
parture from France, particularly as to organized attacks by the Turk-
ish Army impending along the old international border between Turkey
and Russia. The itinerary of the mission through Turkey was planned
with those reports before it and with the intention of observing as to
their truth and if possible to exert a restraining influence. We prac-
tically covered the frontier of Turkey from the Black Sea to Persia,
and found nothing to justify the reports. The Turkish Army is not
massed along .the border; their organizations are reduced to skeletons
and the country shows an appalling lack of people, either military or
civilian. At every principal town through which we passed the chief
of the mission held a conference with the Turkish officials. Inquiry
was made as to the Christian Community, some were always interviewed;
the interest of America in its own missionaries and in the native Chris-
tians was invariably emphasized; the Armenian deportations, the
massacres, and the return of the survivors were discussed on each
occasion, as well as other matters intended to convince Turkish officials
that their country is on trial before the world. The visit of the mission
has had a considerable moral effect in securing the safety of Christian
lives and property pending action by the peace conference.
We would again point out that if America accepts a mandate for
the region visited by this mission, it will undoubtedly do so from a
strong sense of international duty, and at the unanimous desire—so
expressed at least—of its colleagues in the League of Nations. Ac-
cepting this difficult task without previously securing the assurance
of conditions would be fatal to success. The United States should
make its own conditions as a preliminary to consideration of the subject
—certainly before and not after acceptance, for there are a multitude
of interests that will conflict with what any American would consider
a proper administration of the country. Every possible precaution
against international complications should be taken in advance. In
our opinion there should be specific pledges in terms of formal agree-
ments with France and England and definite approval from Germany
and Russia of the dispositions made of Turkey and Transcaucasia, and
a pledge to respect them.
Of particular importance are the following:
Absolute control of the foreign relations of the Turkish Empire, no
ambassador, envoy, minister, or diplomatic agent to be accredited to
Turkey, and the latter to send none such abroad.
Concessions involving exclusive privileges to be subject to review
if shown to be contrary to the best interests of the State.
Concessions undesirable from the standpoint of the mandatory ugon
which work has not been started to be canceled. Compensation to be
allowed to holders when necessary.
The system by which specified revenues are assigned for particular
purposes to be discarded. All revenues to be controlled by the treasury,
and all creditors to look only to the treasury as the source of payment.
Foreign control over Turkey's financial machinery to cease, meaning
the dissolution of the council of administration of the Ottoman public

